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 Don't cram. The ACT tests you on knowledge 

you've accumulated over the course of your high school 

career, so there's no point in cramming. 

 Familiarize yourself with the test. Become familiar  

with the structure of ACT before test day. 

 Answer easy questions first. Answer  the questions 

you're sure you know the correct answer to first 

 Budget your time. Do not spend too much time on 

any one question since there is a time limit for completing 

the test. 

 Read each question carefully. Never  assume you 

know what a question is asking until you've read it in it's 

entirety. 

 Practice, practice, practice! Let us say it one more 

time. Practice, practice, practice! There is no substitute for 

practice. 
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 The ACT college readiness assessment is a curriculum

-based examination that matches well with the educa-

tion standards in Alabama. Taking the ACT can pro-

vide helpful information for all students, not just those 

who are planning to attend college. 

 Taking the ACT can give every student a measure of 

his or her academic strengths and weaknesses. You 

can use your results to recognize your academic 

strengths and areas where you need to improve, 

whether you intend to go to college or enter the work-

place after high school. 

 If you are not considering college now, you may de-

cide to make college part of your plans later. Your 

ACT results can help you begin the career exploration 

and planning process. It is likely that nearly everyone 

who graduates from high school will eventually have 

to continue their education to achieve their career or 

life goals. 

 The ACT includes multiple-choice questions in Eng-

lish, mathematics, reading, and science. The tests 

measure your educational development in those areas 

and are based on what you have learned—they are not 

aptitude or IQ tests. 

 The ACT Writing Test measures the writing skills you 

have acquired in your high school English courses and 

complements the multiple-choice ACT English Test. 

Many colleges use 

ACT Writing Test 

results as a guide 

for placing incom-

ing students into 

first-year composi-

tion courses. 
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